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ASTRONAUT MICHAEL J. SMITH, CAPT USN, ASTRONAUTICS AWARD 
1. Background 
a. Award was first presented in 1985 as the Admiral William 
Adger Moffett Award (Astronautics). The name was changed in 
1987. 
b. Awardee receives a certificate of award, a three year 
membership in the American Institute of Aeronautics and 
Astronautics, and has his/her name inscribed on a plaque mounted 
in Halligan Hall. 
c. The normal inscription reads: 
FOR ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE IN ASTRONAUTICS 
d. The award is presented annually to an outstanding graduate 
of the Space Systems Engineering or Space Systems Operations 
curricula. 
2. Action 
a. The responsible action officer is the Chairman, Admiral 
Moffett Award Committee. 
b. The nominating authority is the NPS faculty. 
c. The selection committee is the Admiral Moffett Award 
Committee appointed by the Point Lobos Section of the AIAA. 
d. Selection is made based on academic excellence, thesis 
quality, and career potential. 
e. After nomination of candidates during the first week of 
the spring quarter, the selection committee meets and selects 
recipients during the third or fourth week of the spring quarter. 
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